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Ð²Ú²êî²ÜÆ Ð²Üð²äºîàôÂÚ²Ü Ü²Ê²¶²Ð  

êºðÄ ê²ð¶êÚ²ÜÆ àôÔºðÒÀ

Æ ëñï» áÕçáõÝáõÙ »Ù §Ø²Î-Ç ëÏ½ áõÝùÝ»ñÇ 

¨ ëï³Ý¹³ñïÝ»ñÇ ÑÇÙ³Ý íñ³ ³½·³ÛÇÝ ¨ 

ï³ñ³Í³ßñç³Ý³ÛÇÝ Ë³Õ³Õ³ñ³ñ³Ï³Ý 

Ý»ñáõÅÝ»ñÇ ÇÝï»·ñáõÙÁ Ë³Õ³Õ ûå»ñ³-

óÇ³Ý»ñÇ Ñ³ÙÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ Ñ³Ù³Ï³ñ·áõÙ¦ 

ÙÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ ·Çï³ÅáÕáíÇ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåÇãÝ»-

ñÇÝ, Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇóÝ»ñÇÝ ¨ ÑÛáõñ»ñÇÝ:  

Ø³ëÝ³ÏÇóÝ»ñÇ ³Ûë Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóã³Ï³Ý 

Ï³½ÙÁ Ñ³ëï³ïáõÙ ¿ Ð³í³ù³Ï³Ý ³Ý-

íï³Ý·áõÃÛ³Ý Ù³ëÇÝ å³ÛÙ³Ý³·ñÇ Ï³½Ù³-

Ï»ñåáõÃÛ³Ý ¶ÉË³íáñ ù³ñïáõÕ³ñ ÜÇÏáÉ³Û ÜÇÏáÉ³¨Çã ´áñ¹ÛáõÅ³-

ÛÇ` 2013 Ã. ÑáõÝÇëÇÝ ³ñí³Í ³ÛÝ ³é³ç³ñÏáõÃÛ³Ý å³Ñ³Ýçí³ÍáõÃ-

ÛáõÝÁ, áñ ºñ¨³ÝáõÙ ³ÝóÏ³óí»Ý ³Ù»Ý³ÙÛ³ ÙÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ ýáñáõÙÝ»ñ 

ÁÝ¹É³ÛÝí³Í Ï³½Ùáí` ÇÝãå»ë Î³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÛ³Ý ³Ý¹³Ù å»ïáõÃ-

ÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ, ³ÛÝå»ë ¿É ³ÛÉ Ñ»ÕÇÝ³Ï³íáñ ÙÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃ-

ÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ¨ Ð²äÎ-Ç ³Ý¹³Ù ãÑ³Ý¹Çë³óáÕ »ñÏñÝ»ñÇ ·Çï³÷áñÓ³-

·Çï³Ï³Ý ßñç³ÝÝ»ñÇ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñÇ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ù :

Ø³ÕÃ»Éáí Ñ³çáÕ Ù»ÏÝ³ñÏ ¨ ³ñ·³ë³ »ñ ³ßË³ï³Ýù` áõ½áõÙ »Ù 

ÑáõÛë Ñ³ÛïÝ»É, áñ ýáñáõÙÁ Ï¹³éÝ³ ³ÛÝ ³Ï³¹»ÙÇ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ñÃ³ÏÁ, 

áñï»Õ ï»ÕÇ ÏáõÝ»Ý³ Ë³Õ³Õ³ñ³ñáõÃÛ³Ý` áñå»ë Ë³Õ³ÕáõÃÛ³Ý, 

Ï³ÛáõÝáõÃÛ³Ý ¨ ³Ýíï³Ý·áõÃÛ³Ý ³å³ÑáíÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³Ï³ñ·Ç Ï³ñ¨áñ 

ï³ññÇ í»ñ³ »ñÛ³É Ï³ñÍÇùÝ»ñÇ ¨ ·³Õ³÷³ñÝ»ñÇ ÷áË³Ý³ÏáõÙ: 

ØÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ Ë³Õ³Õ³ñ³ñ³Ï³Ý ûå»-

ñ³óÇ³Ý»ñÁ ¿³Ï³Ý ¹»ñ »Ý Ë³ÕáõÙ ³ñ¹Ç ³ßË³ñÑáõÙ: ¸ñ³Ýù Ë³-

Õ³Õ ÙÇçáóÝ»ñáí` Ñ³Ï³Ù³ñïáÕ ÏáÕÙ»ñÇ ÙÇç¨ »ñÏËáëáõÃÛ³Ý Ñ³-

ñáõóÙ³Ý áõ Ñ³ëï³ïÙ³Ý ×³Ý³å³ñÑáí, Ý»ñùÇÝ ¨ ÙÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ Ñ³-

Ï³Ù³ñïáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ëñáõÙÁ Ï³ÝËáÕ Ï³ñ¨áñ ·áñÍÇù »Ý: Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÁ 

É³í ¿ Ñ³ëÏ³ÝáõÙ »ñÏËáëáõÃÛ³Ý, ¹»åÇ ÷áËÁÙ éÝáõÙ Ó·ïÙ³Ý, í»×»-
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ñÇ ÉáõÍÙ³Ý ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ù  é³½Ù³ÙáÉ³Ï³Ý Ùáï»óáõÙÝ»ñÇó Ññ³Å³ñÙ³Ý 

Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÃÛáõÝÁ:

Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÁ` áñå»ë Ð²äÎ-Ç ÑÇÙÝ³¹Çñ å»ïáõÃÛáõÝ, ä³ÛÙ³-

Ý³·ñÇ ÙÛáõë Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇóÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï Ù»Ïï»Õ Ñ³ëï³ïáõÙ ¿ Çñ Ñ³-

í³ï³ñÙáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ï³ÝËÇã ¹Çí³Ý³·ÇïáõÃÛ³ÝÁ` áñå»ë ³Ýíï³Ý·áõÃ-

Û³Ý ³ñ¹ÛáõÝ³í»ï ³å³ÑáíÙ³Ý áõ ×·Ý³Å³ÙÝ»ñÇ Ï³ÝË³ñ·»ÉÙ³Ý 

Ï³ñ¨áñ ÙÇçáóÇ: Ø»Ýù »ÉÝáõÙ »Ýù ³ÛÝ Ùáï»óáõÙÇó, áñ Ð²äÎ-Ç ³Ý¹³Ù 

å»ïáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ·»ñ³Ï³ÛáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ Ï³ñ¨áñ ³Õ³¹ñ³ï³ññÝ ¿ ÙÇ-

ç³½·³ÛÇÝ áõ ï³ñ³Í³ßñç³Ý³ÛÇÝ ³Ýíï³Ý·áõÃÛ³Ý ³Ùñ³åÝ¹Ù³Ý 

Ýå³ï³Ïáí Çñ³Ï³Ý³óíáÕ Ë³Õ³Õ³ñ³ñ³Ï³Ý ·áñÍáõÝ»áõÃÛáõÝÁ:  

ÐáõÛë áõÝ»Ù, áñ Ó»ñ ·Çï³ÅáÕáíÁ ÏÍ³é³ÛÇ Ë³Õ³Õ³ñ³ñ³Ï³Ý 

áÉáñïáõÙ Ñ³Ù³·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ý ·Çï³ÏÇñ³é³Ï³Ý ·áñÍÇù³ñ³ÝÇ Ñ»-

ï³·³ Ñ³ñëï³óÙ³ÝÁ, Ï³ñ¨áñ Ý»ñ¹ñáõÙ ÏÏ³ï³ñÇ ³Ýíï³Ý·áõÃÛ³Ý 

áõ Ï³ÛáõÝáõÃÛ³Ý ³å³ÑáíÙ³ÝÝ áõÕÕí³Í ÙÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ Ñ³ÝñáõÃÛ³Ý 

ç³Ýù»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ËÙ Ù³Ý, ½ÇÝí³Í Ñ³Ï³Ù³ñïáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ Ï³ÝËÙ³Ý ¨ 

Í³·áÕ Ñ³Ï³Ù³ñï³ÛÇÝ áõ ×·Ý³Å³Ù³ÛÇÝ Çñ³íÇ×³ÏÝ»ñÇ Ë³Õ³Õ 

Ï³ñ·³íáñÙ³Ý ·áñÍáõÙ: 

â»Ù Ï³ëÏ³ÍáõÙ Ý³¨, áñ Ó»ñ ³ñï³Ñ³Ûï³Í ·³Õ³÷³ñÝ»ñÝ áõ 

³é³ç³ñÏáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÁ å³Ñ³Ýçí³Í ÏÉÇÝ»Ý ¨ ÏÍ³é³Û»Ý Ï³éáõóáÕ³-

Ï³Ý »ñÏËáëáõÃÛ³Ý ½³ñ·³óÙ³ÝÁ ³ÛÝ áÉáñ å»ïáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ, ÙÇç³½-

·³ÛÇÝ áõ ï³ñ³Í³ßñç³Ý³ÛÇÝ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï, áñáÝù 

ÁÝ¹áõÝáõÙ »Ý Ð²äÎ-Ç ·áñÍáõÝ»áõÃÛ³Ý ëÏ½ áõÝùÝ»ñÁ, ³Û¹ ÃíáõÙ` Ë³-

Õ³Õ³ñ³ñáõÃÛ³Ý áÉáñïáõÙ: 



 .  

²ÞÊ²î²Üø²ÚÆÜ îºîðºð 1 – 2 .  2015  29

, -
 « -

-
».

-

 2013 
 – 

-  –
, -

, .
,

,
-

, -
.

.
-

 – 
.

, ,
.

, - ,
-

. ,



. .

²ÞÊ²î²Üø²ÚÆÜ îºîðºð 1 – 2 .  2015  30

–
-

.
,

-
,

,

.
, -

-
, -

,
, , .



 .  

²ÞÊ²î²Üø²ÚÆÜ îºîðºð 1 – 2 .  2015  31

THE ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 

SERZH SARGSYAN 

 I would like to cordially welcome the organizers, participants and 
guests of the International Conference “The integration of National and 
Regional Peacekeeping Capacities into the Global System of Peace Ope-
rations Based on the Principles and Standards of the UN”.   

The current representative composition of participants confirmed the 
relevance of the proposal of the Secretary General of the Collective 
Security Treaty Organization Mr. Nikolay Bordyuzha of June 2013 to 
hold in Yerevan annual international forums in an expanded format – with 
the participation of representatives of academic-expert circles both from 
member states of the Organization, and other prestigious international 
organizations and states beyond the scope of the CSTO.  

Wishing a successful start and fruitful work, I want to express the 
hope that the Forum will become an academic platform for exchanging 
views and ideas on the issue of peacekeeping as an important element of 
maintaining peace, stability and security.  

The peacekeeping operations of international organizations play a 
significant role in the contemporary world. They are an essential tool for 
preventing the escalation of internal and international conflicts by 
peaceful means – through initiating and establishing dialogue between the 
conflicting parties. Armenia fully realizes the importance of dialogue, 
aspiration for mutual understanding, non-militaristic approach to dispute 
resolution.  

Armenia, as a founding member of the CSTO, along with other 
countries of the Treaty confirms its commitment to preventive diplomacy 
as an important means to maintain security and prevent crises. We believe 
that the most important component of the CSTO member states’ priorities 
is peacekeeping aimed at strengthening international and regional secu-
rity.



S .  A .  S A R G SY A N  
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I hope that your Conference will further enrich the academic and 
practical instruments for cooperation in the field of peacekeeping, and 
will make an important contribution to the consolidation of efforts of the 
international community in providing security and stability, conflict 
prevention and peaceful settlement of emerging conflict and crisis 
situations.

I also have no doubt that the ideas and recommendations expressed 
by you will be in demand and will facilitate constructive dialogue with all 
states, international and regional organizations that share the CSTO 
principles, including those in the field of peacekeeping. 
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:

ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

STRATEGIC FORUM’S WORKING LANGUAGES ARE 

RUSSIAN AND ENGLISH 

THE COLLECTION OF PRESENTATIONS  

IS COMPILED BASED  

ON WRITTEN MATERIALS CONFIRMED  

BY THE AUTHORS 
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FIRST SESSION

MODERATOR: HAYK KOTANJIAN,

Major General, Doctor of Political Science (RF), Professor, 
Distinguished Visiting Professor, National Defense University 

(US), Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Elected Full Member of the Russian Academy of Military Sciences, 

President of the Political Science Association of Armenia, 
Member of the CSTO Academic-Expert Council,  

Head of the INSS, MOD, RA 
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Thank you for your kind attention!  
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SOME REFLECTIONS ON CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

PAOLO COTTA-RAMUSINO, Professor, Secretary General  

of Pugwash Conference on Science and World Affairs 

Conflict Resolution is in general a very ambi-
tious phrase. Solving conflicts is very diffi-
cult. A small NGO like Pugwash can only 
hope to contribute somehow and always in a 
limited way to pushing around ideas that 
could help with conflict resolution. We in 
Pugwash try to bring together people of dif-
ferent fronts to discuss in a private and off-
the-record way proposals that could be consi-
dered and maybe adopted by policy makers. 
As we facilitate dialogue across different and 

opposing fronts, dialogue across the divides is one of the key phrases that 
could describe our work.  

From our experiences over many years, we have drawn a few 
conclusions that could be helpful to those who are involved in one way or 
another in conflict resolution. 

1. The causes of today’s conflicts are manifold, but in general, 
ethnic, linguistic, religious, and ideological-political factors lie at the 
basis of conflicts. These factors can be combined differently, and there is 
a priori no general rule why some of these factors may be more relevant 
than others. 

2. Some conflicts can be more resilient than others, namely, some can 
be more difficult to solve than others. Certainly time is in general a very 
important factor to be taken into account. Conflicts that have been around 
for some consistent period of time are generally more difficult to solve in 
a permanent way. Another factor making conflicts harder to resolve is if 
there has been a long history of violence, violation of human rights, injus-
tice and oppression by one side or the other. One could argue that lengthy 
conflicts are relatively of low intensity (e. g., the Israeli-Palestinian, 
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Kashmir) if compared with the present conflicts in Syria and Iraq. 
However, some relatively low-intensity conflicts (like Palestine-Israel or 
the conflicts about Kashmir) tend to last longer than conflicts where a 
full-scale war is in place around. 

3. Economic competition or competition for natural resources (such 
as water, minerals, etc.) are factors that, while they can aggravate 
conflicts, are rarely the primary source of conflicts, although they can 
seriously complicate the problem (think about the water issue in the Indo-
Pakistani conflict or in Palestine). 

4. One common myth is that the weapon industries cause or stimulate 
conflicts. In reality, opportunistic groups or organizations-those which 
profit from the conflicts themselves-can be found in any conflict. Just as 
there are also opportunistic groups which can profit from the cessation of 
conflicts. While arms industries and various smugglers can gain from a 
conflict, the conflicts themselves are not generated by them. This is not to 
say that the availability of weapons cannot make things more complicated 
to solve. 

5. Collective psychology or a deep sense of hostility and hate, 
especially when accumulated over the years, is one of the most relevant 
factors to be considered in conflict resolution, or in the lack of it. 
“Ideological-psychological factors” (including accumulated hate) are 
probably more relevant in dealing with conflict resolution than are 
material (i. e., economic) factors. 

6. The misery of peoples’ lives in conflict areas can be a (sometimes 
powerful) motivation for overcoming hate and finding a compromise. 
However, if this misery of life is not “distributed equally” among the 
conflicting parties, then the party with the upper hand will be less 
motivated to move in the direction of peace (i. e., Israel vs Palestine).  

7. Understanding the living conditions of the other side can generate 
empathy, but almost complete lack of communication between, say, 
Israelis and Palestinians (or other Arabs) is a relevant factor that prevents 
the development of any form of empathy, and so is a powerful element for 
the conservation of the conflict. 
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8. In general, despite the fact that we live in an age of Internet and 
the so-called global communications, relevant authorities take great effort 
to impede people-to-people physical communication, whether in the case 
of a (low - intensity) conflict or even in a situation of hostility without 
actual conflict. Take the absurd decision of India to block all phone 
conversations from Kashmir to Pakistan, yet Internet and Skype are still 
available. Borders-whether permanent or provisional-become absolute 
obstacles that people cannot cross most of the time (i. e., Palestine, 
Kashmir, several Middle East regions, the Korean Peninsula, etc.). 
Dialogue and cross-border exchanges can acquire an important 
significance in providing a stabilizing factor for the conflict, and thus 
establishing a basis for conflict resolution. 

9. Dialogue across the divides and people-to-people contacts are 
hence very important. But one must also realize that some people-to-
people contacts can be manipulated to a point where they become useless. 
As happened a lot in the Israeli-Palestinian case, while there have been 
large meetings of professionals (i. e., teachers) from both sides, these 
have not resulted in any border easements, or free and independent 
communications, or conflict reduction. And in Kashmir, the much-touted 
bus across the Line of Control runs very rarely, with an outrageous lead 
time for reserving a seat.  

10. Especially since 11 September 2011 the word “terrorist” has been 
used and abused many times over. Insurgents and opponents are most 
often defined as terrorists. Some countries are viewed by their enemies 
as sponsoring terrorism (state-sponsored terrorism). Certainly terrorist 
groups and movements exist, but the term “terrorist” is often abused, and 
this only clouds the issues. Hamas, Hezbollah, the Muslim Brotherhood, 
etc., are the organizations that represent and protect a significant part of 
their population. One might disagree with their policies, but to call them 
terrorist organizations is misleading. The abuse of the term “terrorist” is 
thus an obstacle to developing dialogue and communication with specific 
groups and organizations. 

11. There is a complex relation between disarmament and conflict 
resolution. During the Cold War, the disarmament negotiations between 
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the USA and USSR played an important role in facilitating commu-
nication, in promoting coexistence, and ultimately in supporting the 
normalization of relations between Russia and the USA. Syria’s recent 
accession to the Chemical Weapons Convention provided a positive input 
to the situation, yet, we are still far from a solution to the conflict. In 
general, one could say that today, in cases of either acute or stable 
conflicts, disarmament and arms control are not at the center of initiatives 
to promote peace, stability and conflict resolution. In the case of the two 
nuclear-armed states in South Asia, while discussion on nuclear stability 
will be obviously relevant, pacification will depend more on: promoting 
communication and political understanding (especially across the Line of 
Control in Kashmir); establishing a cooperative, non-biased and honest 
system for the control of the borders; solving specific issues such as 
Siachen and Sir Creek; and on political dialogue among governments and 
various institutions, etc. As far as the Iranian nuclear controversy is 
concerned, this is a very important issue for Middle Eastern stability, but 
it should not be considered a disarmament issue. 

12. The main avenue for conflict resolution is basically the definition 
of a political compromise among the parties-very hard if the political 
constituencies behind the leaders of the various parties oppose a 
compromise. “Political constituency” is used here in a very wide sense of 
the term, and not in the sense used in Western-style democracies. Com-
munications among party leaders-both direct and via intermediaries-is 
also important. 

13. All in all, promoting the vision of a win-win situation is essential, 
showing that life in a less conflictual environment will in the long run be 
better for everyone. Unfortunately, the term “in the long run” carries a 
certain weight.  Because in conflict situations (as in many other issues), 
short-range visions typically tend to dominate. Any Israeli citizen would 
certainly prefer to live in an environment where he could drive to Beirut 
in peace and have normal relations with neighboring countries, however, 
he would not like to face the risks, dangers and lack of safety of the 
transition period.
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INSTITUTION-BUILDING IN KARABAKH:

THE NKR IS A DE FACTO LEGITIMATE 

DEMOCRATIC STATE 

H. S. KOTANJIAN, Major General, Doctor of Political Science (RF), 

Professor of Political Science (RA), Distinguished Visiting Professor, 

National Defense University (US), Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 

Plenipotentiary, Head of the INSS, MOD, RA, Member of the CSTO 

Academic-Expert Council, Elected Full Member of the Russian 

Academy of Military Sciences, President of the Political Science 

Association of Armenia 

In contemporary international relations the process of institution-
building in conflict and post-conflict regions is an important factor in 
ensuring peace and security. In his recent welcoming address to the 
Moscow Conference on international security, the UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon among the security priorities emphasized the importance of 
strengthening state institutions, including the development of institution-
building in the process of peaceful settlement of disputes and resolution 
of regional conflicts1. As the UN Secretary General pointed out, 
institutions can play an important role in maintaining peace and reducing 
the risk of recurrence of violence, therefore the institution-building must 
be central to peacekeeping efforts2.

The main task of institution-building performed by international 
organizations is the capacity building of a state entity to provide it with 
the opportunity to exercise control over its own territory, as well as to 
meet the essential needs of the population, including the effective 
functioning of the judicial system and other governmental and social and 
public institutions. Ultimately, the consistency of state sovereignty is 
reflected in the effectiveness of these institutions, which gives opportu-
nity to  subject of power to establish relationships with other actors ope-
rating in conflict or post-conflict regions and to share the responsibility 
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for control over the situation, as well as the provision of stability, security 
and lasting peace.  

The establishment of effective and legitimate institutions is 
challenging even under the most favorable conditions. This problem 
becomes even more complicated in the process of peoples’ self-
determination, accompanying the disintegration of multinational states, 
characterized by regime change. As you know, the right to self-
determination was recognized following the World War II, first in Article 
1 of the UN Charter, which entered into force in 1945, and then in the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (adopted by the Resolution 1514 of the UN General Assembly’s 
15th  Session on 14 December, 1960), and in subsequent UN documents. 
Similar principles are enshrined in the documents of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe – the Helsinki Final Act of 19753, the 
Concluding Document of the Vienna Meeting of 19864, the Document of 
the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference on the Human Dimension of 
19905, and other international legal instruments. International actors have 
played and continue to play an important role in the formation of 
unrecognized or partially recognized states. The process of self-
determination of peoples in connection with the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union is of particular interest to conflict analysis. The interest of political 
science to the processes of self-determination on the whole post-Soviet 
space stems from the recent political and legal fact of the Crimea’s self-
determination. The study of the international organizations’ practice of 
implementation of the UN principles and norms relating to equal rights 
and free self-determination of peoples in settling and resolving regional 
conflicts in Abkhazia, Nagorno-Karabakh, Transnistria, and South Ossetia 
is of special interest.   

Commending the efforts of the UN and the OSCE, made with varying 
success regarding institutional peace-building in Abkhazia, South Ossetia 
and Transnistria, we will focus on the issues of Nagorno-Karabakh’s self-
determination from the standpoint of institution-building’s legality in the 
establishment of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic, and democratic 
development of its institutional capacity as a factor of competent and
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sustainable control over the stable provision of political, economic and 
social life of society, democratically guaranteeing law-and-order within 
the NKR, the protection of individual and collective human rights. It 
should be assessed as a political and legal fact that all of the referenda on 
self-determination having taken place in the USSR territory and post-
Soviet space, only the referenda in Nagorno-Karabakh and Transnistria 
were held in compliance with the then-in-force legislation6.

The institution-building process in the NKR began in 1991. In 
accordance with the requirements of international law and the then-in-
force Soviet legislation, the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic was proclaimed 
on 2 September, 1991, which exercised its right to self-determination 
through a nation-wide referendum of 10 December, 1991. Meanwhile, 
Azerbaijan – declaring its withdrawal from the Soviet State jurisdiction 
by the independence act of 18 October, 1991, before the referendum in 
Nagorno-Karabakh according to the USSR Law on the Procedure for 
Resolving Issues related to the Secession of Union Republics from the 
USSR of 3 April, 1990 – legislatively rejected the necessity to coordinate 
with it the further fate of Nagorno-Karabakh7. There was also no necessity 
to coordinate the results of the self-determination with the USSR central 
authorities due to the Alma-Ata Declaration of 21 December, 1991, on the 
dissolution of the USSR8.

At the same time, it is important to note that according to the 
documents of the Commission for the Referendum in Nagorno-Karabakh 
the Azerbaijani minority, in accordance with the letter of the UN Charter, 
was granted equal rights with the Armenian majority to freely express its 
will, however, on the orders of Baku authorities the Azerbaijanis of 
Nagorno-Karabakh were forced to abandon the right to participate in the 
referendum. Thus, the law-governed self-determination and the 
proclamation of the NKR’s independence occurred in the light of the 
collapse of the single union state and the establishment of new states in its 
place, including the very Republic of Azerbaijan.  

The process of democratic state-building of the NKR consistently 
developed in the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of power. 
The state-building in the NKR acquired systemic feature after the 
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adoption in 2006 by direct democracy – a referendum – of the 
Fundamental Law. Thus, on the basis of targeted development of 
democratic institutions of all three branches of power, and adherence to 
checks and balances between them, since 1991 open democratically 
competitive presidential and parliamentary elections have been held in the 
NKR, and since 1998 – through elections local authorities have been 
formed. According to the assessments of international observers – 
elections in the NKR are conducted in line with the Electoral Code of the 
Republic and the universally recognized norms of international law9. A
symptomatic example of consistent actions of the NKR authorities on the 
way to reinforce the institution of democratic elections and develop civil 
society were the fifth presidential elections of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Republic, which took place in 2012, with the participation of three 
candidates, including the opposition ones10.

A priority area of institution-building in Nagorno-Karabakh is the 
military security building. In response to the military aggression by the 
Azerbaijani side in 1992 against the lawfully self-determined Nagorno-
Karabakh, in conformity with Article 51 of the UN Charter11, the NKR 
launched institution-building in the field of defense, forming an efficient 
Defense Army of the NKR, currently corresponding to the contemporary 
international standards. As a modern regular military institution of an 
unrecognized state, the NKR Defense Army, however, in practice makes a 
feasible contribution to the efforts of the international community to 
maintain a balance of power, as well as peace, stability and security in the 
South Caucasus and the surrounding region.  

The recent successful completion of the monographic thesis 
“Guidelines of National Security Strategy of the Republic of Nagorno-
Karabakh” – with the use of the latest methodological achievements of the 
US and the RF – evidences the NKR’s systemic steps in the institution-
building of defense security sphere. The most important landmark 
achievement of the institutional viability of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Republic will be the solution of an extremely difficult task, which is 
already under development – the interagency elaboration of the NKR 
National Security Strategy – in terms of its non-recognized status.  
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Drawing parallels between Kosovo and Nagorno-Karabakh, it can be 
stated that the steps towards the institution-building in Kosovo by such 
authoritative international organizations as the UN, the OSCE and the EU 
are also taken in the NKR with no less efficiency, but with a very 
important difference – in the NKR the institutional promotion of 
democracy is implemented on its own, with the support of the Republic of 
Armenia12. In particular, with the help of Armenia and the support of the 
Armenian Diaspora, the recovery of vitally important objects of 
infrastructure and economy of the NKR is implemented13. Thus, summing 
up the facts of institution-building in Nagorno-Karabakh, it can be 
concluded that the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic is a de facto legitimate 
and democratic state.  

In the context of ensuring international security, the assessment of 
the existence of unrecognized states in a certain sense is stereotyped and 
often presented as a security threat. However, the example of the 
unrecognized Nagorno-Karabakh Republic shows that the systemic 
institution-building based on the conformity to law – aimed at the 
democratic strengthening of the state sovereignty and its effective defense 
– can be considered by the international community as a contributing 
factor in both national and regional security.  

In concluding my presentation, as the President of the Political 
Science Association of Armenia, I consider it my duty to appeal to the 
Heads of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair Countries – Presidents of 
Russia, the US, and France, in connection with the distortion of the truth 
by the head of the neighboring state in his speech at the session of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe of 24 June, 2014. 
President Aliyev used the PACE’s floor to once again, now from the 
international organization platform, declare territorial claims against the 
Republic of Armenia, arguing that the Armenian state was allegedly 
established on the historical Azerbaijani lands. Without dwelling on the 
indisputable evidences of the fact of falsification by the Azerbaijani side 
of the history and appropriation of historical and cultural heritage of the 
peoples of the South Caucasus and Iran, carried out under the political 
and financial sponsorship of the Azerbaijani authorities, we will focus 
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only on the inadmissibility of territorial claims to the neighboring
sovereign state14.

Such an overt threat to the inviolability of borders and integrity of 
the Republic of Armenia contradicts not only the UN objectives and 
principles set forth in Paragraph 2 of Article 1 of Chapter I of the UN 
Charter “To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for 
the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take 
other appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace”, but also the 
status of the presiding official in the Committee of Ministers of the 
Council of Europe. The argumentation by the President of Azerbaijan that 
indigenous Armenians of Karabakh are newcomers – through affiliating 
the “geographic toponyms” to Azerbaijani people – is, in fact, false15. The 
Armenian side has archival documentary evidences that the Armenian 
toponyms of Karabakh were turkicized as a result of the resale by Mehdi 
Quli Khan of the lands of the Armenian Melik of Varanda during 1806–
1822 to Muslim Beks of his tribe of Jevanshir that moved to Karabakh in 
the 18th century from Khorasan province of Persia16.

The reasoning of the head of the neighboring state, presiding at the 
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe – about the 
impossibility of the existence of the two Armenian states, in the case, 
when as a result of the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the process of 
decolonization, the Arab people exercised its right to self-determination 
in more than 20 states – is beneath criticism. As a result of the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, besides Azerbaijan, 5 more kindred Turkic states were 
self-determined. Moreover, it is well known, that the slogan “one nation – 
two states” of the neighboring state’s incumbent President’s father 
regarding Turkey and Azerbaijan, according to the official documents of 
these countries, continues to be a doctrinal basis for the existence – as two 
Turkic states – of Azerbaijan and Turkey17. Thus, following the logic of 
his father, the head of the neighboring state could talk about the NKR and 
the Republic of Armenia as one nation, and two Armenian states, lawfully 
self-determined as a result of the collapse of the Soviet Union.  

At present, Nagorno-Karabakh by its pace and the results of the 
democratic institutional development exceeds Azerbaijan. The undeniable 
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proof of this are the reports of such authoritative international 
organizations as Freedom House18 and Reporters without Borders19. The 
reaction of some Azerbaijani politicians on the recent speech of their 
President at the PACE may serve a unique supplement to the comparative 
analysis of the real democratic features of institution-building in the NKR 
and Azerbaijan. The speech of Ilham Aliyev at the PACE session, 
presenting Azerbaijan as a democratic state, is assessed to be truth-
distorting also by a number of Azerbaijani opposition members. As the 
Head of the Popular Front Party of Azerbaijan (PFPA) Ali Kerimli notes 
“The fact that in Azerbaijan the corruption is rampant, there are up to 130 
political prisoners in the country, and elections are falsified, is known 
worldwide. The statements of Aliyev on ensuring freedom of speech and 
assembly in the country and the absence of political prisoners are 
completely false”20.

Replacing the existing problems of protection of democratic 
freedoms and human rights in his own state by cultivating the image of 
the enemy represented by the Armenian people, the emphases made by the 
President Aliyev in his speech at the PACE confirm his rejection of 
democratization in Azerbaijan. The Political Science Association of 
Armenia considers the publicly proclaimed armenophobic and bellicose 
rhetoric of the head of the neighboring state as another attempt to refrain 
from a peaceful constructive dialogue, ignorance of the efforts of 
international partners, and reluctance to take political responsibility for 
the establishment of lasting peace between the Armenian and Azerbaijani 
peoples, and those of the region as a whole.
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RESEARCH INITIATIVE “NEW GEOPOLITICS  
OF PEACEKEEPING  

AND PEACE-BUILDING OPERATIONS” 

 JAIR VAN DER LIJN, PHD, Senior Researcher, Stockholm 

International Peace Research Institute 

Thank you, Professor Nikitin,  

I would like to express my gratitude to the or-
ganizers of this wonderful and useful dialogue. 
Three years ago, the assumption at SIPRI was 
that as the global balance of power is shifting, 
new powers are arising and the relative in-
fluence of the West appears to be declining, this 
power shift will also influence the future of 
peace operations. It was assumed that the emer-
ging powers would want to put peacekeeping 
back in the box. 

As part of the New Geopolitics of Peace Operations initiative, a range of 
dialogue meetings was held with diplomats, the military and academicians 
in South Asia, South America, North East Asia, Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and North America and 
South East Asia. The aim of these meetings was not only to discuss with 
the participants their views on the future of peace operations, but also to 
stimulate further discussion and cooperation on the topic in these regions. 

Now as we are writing up our final report, I would like to share five 
of our main preliminary conclusions with you. 

First, there are tensions in South Asia, North East Asia and 

Central Asia, but also we have common future threat perceptions–in 

particular in Africa.

Great power conflicts of interest exist between China and Russia in 
Central Asia, as well as between the West and the Russia, while historical 
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regional power tensions remain between China and its neighbors, and 

Pakistan and India.  
Sometimes such competition makes cooperation on peace operations 

more difficult.Which forum to chose? This was very apparent in the 
dialogue meeting in Central Asia. 

At the same time, in most of the dialogue meetings the common 
threats that were high on the agenda included future threats to security 
such as crime, terrorism and piracy. In particular, terrorist acts were seen 
as a potential danger for missions in deployment areas. 

Second, although it may seem counterintuitive, in the regional 

dialogues there appeared to be more convergence rather than diver-

gence on the question of how to deal with the future of peace opera-

tions. All regional dialogue meetings so far have not brought real alter-
native norms, concepts, or strategies to the table. In general, all current 
norms and concepts used in peace operations, such as the Protection of 
Civilians and democratization, have been accepted. However, sometimes 
participants had problems with how these concepts were operationalized. 

In, among other regions, Central Asia, the discussion focused on 
how to operationalize the Protection of Civilians. 

Some Chinese participants also felt less comfortable with the per-
ceived increasing robustness of operations. In Africa, on the other hand, a 
clear sense of urgency was expressed for the greater use of force in peace 
operations, when needed. 

And, of course, at most dialogue meetings some participants raised 
the important issues of how to deal with local ownership and democra-
tization as part of the broader peace-building agenda. The importance of 
democracy was, however, never questioned–although the means towards 
that end sometimes were. Yet, these were not unquestioned issues in 
Europe and North America either. 

Third, military interventions are not as contested as they appear 

at first sight. Although one would not expect it on the basis of the 
disagreement over Libya, Syria and Ukraine, there is also increasing 
international convergence on military intervention. Rather than refuting 
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the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) concept, its operationalization–Why 
here and not there? – is what the emerging powers struggle with. 

In China, there was a talk on ‘creative engagement’, which means 
that Beijing may become more actively involved in international security. 
In Beijing, we often heard “give us time and we will get there, as well.” 

At the same time, in Europe and North America the appetite to 
intervene appears to be declining, in particular if there is no Security 
Council mandate or if the support of the host nation government and 
regional organizations is absent.  

Nonetheless, disagreement will definitely remain where interests 
clash.

Fourth, the rise of emerging powers, and greater influence for 

major Troop Contributing Countries (TCCs), is not likely to dramati-

cally influence the future of peace operations. Yes, these countries want 
to have more influence and yes, they want it for their own benefit. 
However, their aim is not to change the current way operations are being 
mandated and implemented. In general, they wish to have influence over 
how their troops are deployed. Their claim is that they would bring more 
realism into mandates and they feel entitled to do so, since they are 
delivering the boots on the ground. Likewise, a CSTO operation is not 
going to do very different things in different ways from other organi-
zations.

Fifth, in the future, more than ever before, peace operations are 

likely to become an African affair. Particularly in a world where ten-
sions remain and powers like Russia claim leadership over their own 
backyards, in many regions the number of future peace operations is 
likely to be limited and those operations that are deployed will probably 
have a regional, in this region potentially CSTO character. And in many 
regions – more traditional peacekeeping character. 

Africa is different. Not only it is the region where the larger powers 
perceive the most common security threats and where they have the least 
conflicting interests. It is also the region that is most open to having 
robust and intrusive peace operations and interventions on its soil. 

In the dialogue meetings it appeared that with regard to Africa there 
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was room for pragmatism. In those meetings there was clearly less need 
to talk about the principles of peace operations. In fact in the regional 
dialogue meetings there was more room for deciding on a case-by-case 
basis, without setting precedents, looking instead at the requirements of 
each new mission area. 

This observation that there is a constructive spirit, has actually been 
confirmed by developments in the past year. There have been remarkable 
developments in Africa, such as the Force Intervention Brigade, 
Operations Serval and Sangaris, UN support for the Somalian National 
Army and the deployment of unarmed UAVs in MONUSCO. Where is 
this heading? It is still too early to tell, but the dialogue meetings appear 
to disprove the initial assumption that in the future peace operations will 
be put back in the box. 

To conclude, the outcome of the dialogue meetings that have been 
held so far raises many new questions: 

How will the international system deal with conflicts in which 
Security Council agreement is absent?

How will peace operations deal with the new threats that have been 
often mentioned in the dialogue meetings – such as terrorism, interna-
tional organized crime and piracy – but for which participants did not

have real solutions? 
How will the international community integrate all the different 

‘comprehensive’ approaches and interests of all the various operations 
currently deployed in single mission areas (as, for instance, in Mali or 
CAR)? Does this mean that integrated missions or comprehensive 
approaches are coming to an end? In Europe and North America there was 
talk of a modular approach in which the EU in particular can provide mo-
dules to UN operations. 

And, last but not least, if the use of force is going to be more com-
mon in African peace operations, how can repetition of the troubled 
operations of the early and mid-1990s, which struggled with the middle 
ground between peacekeeping and enforcement, such as UNPROFOR in 
Yugoslavia and UNOSOM in Somalia, be prevented? What have we 
learned? 
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The West contributes less, but regions keep on looking to this re-
gion. How are we going to fill the gap? 

The above are some of the questions on which the discussion here

may be able to shed more light. But let me stop here for the moment. 

Thank you! 
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Æ ·ÇïáõÃÛáõÝ Ñ»ÕÇÝ³ÏÝ»ñÇ ¨ ÁÝÃ»ñóáÕÝ»ñÇ

§²ßË³ï³Ýù³ÛÇÝ ï»ïñ»ñÁ¦ ÉáõÛë »Ý ÁÝÍ³ÛíáõÙ áñå»ë ÐÐ äÜ ²èÐÆ-Ç §Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ³Ý³Ï¦

é³½Ù³·Çï³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ý¹»ëÇ Ñ³í»Éí³Í` ÁÝ¹·ñÏí³Í ´àÐ-Ç ÏáÕÙÇó Ñ³ëï³ïí³Í §¸áÏïáñ³Ï³Ý ¨

Ã»ÏÝ³Íáõ³Ï³Ý ³ï»Ý³ËáëáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ ³ñ¹ÛáõÝùÝ»ñÇ Ññ³å³ñ³ÏÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ ÁÝ¹áõÝ»ÉÇ ³Ùë³-

·ñ»ñÇ ó³ÝÏáõÙ¦:

Ð»ÕÇÝ³ÏÝ»ñÁ å»ïù ¿ íÏ³Û³Ïáã»Ý û·ï³·áñÍí³Í ³é³í»É Ï³ñ¨áñ ³Õ ÛáõñÝ»ñÁ:

Ð»ÕÇÝ³ÏÝ»ñÁ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõ »Ý Ñá¹í³ÍÝ»ñáõÙ »ñíáÕ ÷³ëï»ñÇ Ñ³í³ëïÇáõÃÛ³Ý ¨

·³ÕïÝÇáõÃÛ³Ý å³Ñ³ÝçÝ»ñÇ å³Ñå³ÝÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ:

Ð»ÕÇÝ³ÏÝ»ñÇ ¹ÇñùáñáßáõÙÁ å³ñï³¹Çñ ã¿, áñ Ñ³ÙÁÝÏÝÇ ËÙ ³·ñáõÃÛ³Ý ¹ÇñùáñáßÙ³Ý Ñ»ï:

¸Ç³·ñ³ÙÝ»ñÁ, ëË»Ù³Ý»ñÁ, ·Í³·ñ»ñÁ, ÝÏ³ñÝ»ñÁ, Éáõë³ÝÏ³ñÝ»ñÁ å»ïù ¿ ÉÇÝ»Ý Ñëï³Ï,

ïå³·ñáõÃÛ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ åÇï³ÝÇ:

Ðá¹í³ÍÝ»ñáõÙ å»ïù ¿ í»ñÍ³Ýí³Í ÉÇÝ»Ý û·ï³·áñÍíáÕ Ñ³å³íáõÙÝ»ñÁ:

Ò»é³·ñ»ñÁ Ñ»ï ã»Ý í»ñ³¹³ñÓíáõÙ:

Ðá¹í³ÍÝ»ñÁ Ññ³å³ñ³ÏíáõÙ »Ý å³ñï³¹Çñ ·Çï³Ï³Ý ÷áñÓ³ùÝÝáõÃÛáõÝ ³ÝóÝ»Éáõó Ñ»ïá:

ÜÛáõÃ»ñÇ Ù³ë³Ù  Ï³Ù ³Ù áÕçáõÃÛ³Ù  ³ñï³ïåáõÙÁ ÃáõÛÉ³ïñíáõÙ ¿ ÙÇ³ÛÝ ËÙ ³·ñáõÃÛ³Ý

·ñ³íáñ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝáõÃÛ³Ù :

Ê ñâåäåíèþ àâòîðîâ è ÷èòàòåëåé

«Ðàáî÷èå òåòðàäè» èçäàþòñÿ â êà÷åñòâå ïðèëîæåíèÿ ê âîåííî-íàó÷íîìó æóðíàëó
«Àéêàêàí áàíàê» ÈÍÑÈ ÌÎ ÐÀ, âêëþ÷åííîìó â óòâåðæäåííûé ÂÀÊ-îì «Ñïèñîê
ïðèåìëåìûõ æóðíàëîâ äëÿ ïóáëèêàöèè ðåçóëüòàòîâ äîêòîðñêèõ è êàíäèäàòñêèõ äèññåð-
òàöèé».

Àâòîðû äîëæíû äàâàòü ñíîñêè íà èñïîëüçîâàííûå íàèáîëåå âàæíûå èñòî÷íèêè.
Àâòîðû îòâåòñòâåííû çà äîñòîâåðíîñòü è íåñåêðåòíîñòü ôàêòîâ, ïðèâîäèìûõ â

ñòàòüÿõ.
Ïîçèöèè àâòîðîâ íå îáÿçàòåëüíî ñîâïàäàþò ñ ïîçèöèåé ðåäàêöèè.
Äèàãðàììû, ñõåìû, ÷åðòåæè, ðèñóíêè, ôîòîñíèìêè äîëæíû áûòü èñïîëíåíû â

÷åòêîì èçîáðàæåíèè, ïðèãîäíûìè äëÿ ïå÷àòè.
Â ñòàòüÿõ äîëæíû áûòü ðàñêðûòû óïîòðåáëÿåìûå àááðåâèàòóðû.
Ðóêîïèñè íå âîçâðàùàþòñÿ.
Ñòàòüè ïóáëèêóþòñÿ ïîñëå ïðîõîæäåíèÿ îáÿçàòåëüíîé íàó÷íîé ýêñïåðòèçû. 
Ïåðåïå÷àòêà ÷àñòè÷íî èëè ïîëíîñòüþ ìàòåðèàëîâ äîïóñêàåòñÿ òîëüêî ñ ïèñüìåí-

íîãî ðàçðåøåíèÿ ðåäàêöèè.
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